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Chinua Achebe –
Things fall apart
• Okonkwo is the greatest warrior

alive

• When does pride and narrow
mindedness go to far?

• A book about different 
perspectives and how things
tend to go haywild when we
refuse to cooperate

“There is no story that is not true, 
[...] The world has no end, and 
what is good among one people is 
an abomination with others.”



Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie –

Purple hibiscus
• Takes place in Nigeria, probably

sometime in the 1980’s

• Kamili and her brother Jaja have
lived a rich and privileged life…

• … but everything isn’t perfect. 
Their father is fanatically
religious and tyrannical at home

• A military coup shakes the 
nation and the siblings are sent 
to live with their aunt

“He was gracious, in the eager-to-please 
way that he always assumed with the ... 
white religious. ”



Samira Ahmed –
Love, hate & other

filters
• We follow our protagonist Maya 

during her final year of high school

• Torn between her parents
expectations and her own dreams

• A horrific crime hundreds of miles 
away forces a third reality Maya’s
way

“Maybe I should give my mom what she 
wants tonight, the dutiful daughter who is 
thrilled to wear gold jewelry and high heels 
and wants to be a doctor. 
But the high heels alone are so 
uncomfortable I can only imagine how 
painful the rest of the act would be.”



Becky Albertalli –
Simon vs. the homo 

sapiens agenda
• 16-year old and not-so-openly gay 

Simon has one of his flirty emails to 
Blue end up in the wrong hands

• His secret is at risk and he is now being
blackmailed

• Now Simon has to find a way to step 
out of his comfort zone before he’s 
pushed out—without alienating his 
friends, compromising himself, or 
fumbling a shot at happiness with the 
most confusing, adorable guy he’s 
never met.

“White shouldn't be the default any more 
than straight should be the default. There 
shouldn't even be a default.”



Mitch Albom –
The five people you

meet in heaven
• Eddie has lived an, according to him, 

pretty uninspired life

• On his 83rd birthday, he dies in a tragic
accident trying to save a little girl

• He awakens in the afterlife and finds
out that heaven is not a destination. It’s
a place where your life is explained to 
you by five people.

“Holding anger is a poison...It eats you from 
inside...We think that by hating someone we hurt 
them...But hatred is a curved blade...and the 
harm we do to others...we also do to ourselves.”



Mitch Albom –
Tuesdays with

Morrie
• Morrie Schwartz was the authors

college professor – and kinda like his
mentor

• He was older, patient and wise and 
gave him advice on how to approach 
life

• The two found eachother again
towards the end of Morries life

• A final ”class” – lessons in how to live

“Well, for one thing, the culture we have does not 
make people feel good about themselves. We're 
teaching the wrong things. And you have to be strong 
enough to say if the culture doesn't work, don't buy it. 
Create your own. Most people can't do it.”
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Sherman Alexie –
The absolutely true
diary of a part-time

indian
• Junior dreams of becoming a cartoonist

as he grows up in the Spokane Indian 
Reservation

• Determined to take his future into his 
own hands, Junior leaves his troubled 
school on the rez to attend an all-white 
farm town high school where the only 
other Indian is the school mascot…

“"I can do it," I said to Coach, to my teammates, to the world.
"You can do it," Coach said.
"I can do it."
...
'Do you know how amazing it is to hear that from an adult? 
[...] How amazing it is to hear that from anybody? It's one of 
the simplest sentences in the world, just four words, but 
they're the hugest words in the world when they're put 
together. You can do it. I can do it. Let's do it.'

MAG
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Jesse Andrews –
Me and Earl and the 

dying girl
• This is the funniest book you´ll ever

read about death

• Greg had a plan on how to make it 
through high school – lay low, be nice
and don’t attract too much attention

• He is perfectly fine hanging out with his
friend Earl, make their little movies, 
graduate and move on

• This plan works for exactly eight hours. 

“One thing I've learned about people is that the 
easiest way to get them to like you is to shut up 
and let them do the talking.”



Jay Asher & 
Carolyn Mackler –
The future of us
• Josh and Emma has been friends

their whole lives

• Emma has gotten a new computer, 
and when they test a CD they get 
automatically logged in to 
Facebook – which haven’t been
invented yet

• They are looking at themselves 15 
years in the future…  

“How can you call it love when it hurt 
you so badly?"

"It was love because it was worth it.”



Jay Asher –
Th1rteen r3asons 

why
• Hannah Baker has killed herself

• Clay Jensen receives a weird package in 
the mail – it contains 13 audio tapes

• Hannah’s voice tells Clay that his name
is on her tapes – and that he is, in some
way, responsible for her death

“You don’t know what goes on in anyone’s life but your 
own. And when you mess with one part of a person’s life, 
you’re not messing with just that part. Unfortunately, 
you can’t be that precise and selective. When you mess 
with one part of a person’s life, you’re messing with their 
entire life. Everything. . . affects everything.”



Margaret Atwood –
The Handmaid’s tale

• A dystopian satire about a 
society where religious fanatics
have taken over

• Women have lost all rights and 
are forced to take specific roles

• We follow ”Offred” in both her
current struggles and past life

"Ordinary is what you are used to. 
This may not seem ordinary to you 
now, but after a time it will. 
It will become ordinary."



Jane Austen –
Persuasion

• Anne Elliott is happily betrothed
to Frederick Wentworth, a naval 
officer

• Her friend Lady Russell 
persuades her to break off the 
engagement

• This sends Anne into deep and 
long-lasting regret

• When Frederick returns from 
sea – will they be able to salvage
their relationship?

"Men have had every advantage of us 
in telling their own story. Education has 
been theirs in so much higher a degree; 
the pen has been in their hands. I will 
not allow books to prove anything.”



Jane Austen –
Pride and prejudice
• Mr & Mrs Bennet and their five

daughters live a peaceful life on 
the British countryside

• When two young eligible men, 
Mr Bingley & Mr Darcy, move to 
town everything changes

• Drama, schemes, scandals – and 
one of the greatest love storys 
ever written

"There are few people whom I really love, and 
still fewer of whom I think well. The more I see 
of the world, the more am I dissatisfied with 
it; and every day confirms my belief of the 
inconsistency of all human characters, and of 
the little dependence that can be placed on 
the appearance of merit or sense.”



Sara Barnard –
A quiet kind of thunder

• Steffi has been a selective mute
for most of her life - she’s been
silent for so long she feels
completely invisible

• But Rhys, the new boy in school
who happens to be deaf, sees
her

• To him it doesn’t matter she
won’t talk – and as they find
ways to communicate Steffi 
finds that she does have a voice

"What are you thinking, Steffi? What are you thinking?
Everything, all the time.
You're so quiet, Steffi. Why are you so quiet?
But in my head it's so loud.
I'm sure everyone has an inner monologue, but I doubt 
many are as wordy as mine.”



Sara Sharaf Beg –
Salaam, with love
• Dua is spending Ramadan on a 

New York-trip with her family

• Doesn’t quite play out the way
she imagined…

• … but there is this cute drummer
she keps running in to

“Sometimes help is tough to accept, 
even when we need it the most.”



John Boyne –
The boy in the 

striped pajamas
• Berlin, 1942, and the beginning

of the holocaust

• 9-year old Bruno moves from 
Berlin to a far away region 
because his father has gotten a 
new gig as commander

• From a window in their new 
house, Bruno sees the most
peculiar thing…

"What exactly was the difference? 
He wondered to himself. 
And who decided which people wore 
the striped pajamas and which 
people wore the uniforms?”

MAG
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Angeline Boulley –
Firekeeper’s

daughter
• Won Best YA-fiction on Goodreads

2021

• Drugs, murder and drama in a 
Native American reservation on 
the border between Canada & USA

• 18-year old Daunis Fountaine
involuntarily gets involved in a 
police investigation – and suddenly
she is undercover for the FBI

"Honor your spirit. Love yourself.”



Oyinkan Braithwaite –
My sister, the serial killer

• Korede’s little sister Ayoola
keeps killing the guys she is 
dating

• Korede should probably call the 
cops – but hey, family always
come first

• Until one day, when Ayoola
starts dating a doctor from 
Koyede’s work…

“"We need to move the body” I tell her.
“Are you angry at me?”
Perhaps a normal person would be 
angry, but what I feel now is a pressing 
need to dispose of the body.
When I got here, we carried him to the 
boot of my car, so that I was free to 
scrub and mop without having to 
countenance his cold stare.”



Charlotte Brontë –
Jane Eyre

• The oldest of the Brontë-sisters
– this is her most famous work
based partly on her own
experiences

• We follow the life of our heroine
Jane Eyre

• One of the most popular english
novels of all time and one of the 
first female lead characters to 
have an intense inner life

• Published in 1847

“I am no bird; and no net ensnares me: 
I am a free human being with an 
independent will.”



Emily Brontë –
Wuthering heights

• The story of Wuthering Heights
is told through flashbacks
recorded in diary entries

• It all revolves around this
mysterious mansion and the 
different people who has lived
there

• Published 1847

“Catherine Earnshaw, may you not rest as 
long as I am living. You said I killed you--haunt 
me then. The murdered do haunt their 
murderers. I believe--I know that ghosts have 
wandered the earth. Be with me always--take 
any form--drive me mad. Only do not leave 
me in this abyss, where I cannot find you! Oh, 
God! It is unutterable! I cannot live without 
my life! I cannot live without my soul!”



M.R. Carey –
The girl with all the gifts
• One of my personal favourite

books…

• … even though it’s a zombie-
apocalypse kind of deal

• Melanie has never known
anything outside the ”classroom”

• When the protective walls shatter
– who will she become?

• Remarkable story that has a little
bit of everything

“You can't save people from the world. 
There's nowhere else to take them.”



Stephen Chbosky –
The perks of being a 

wallflower
• Charlie is a quiet guy

• His story is told through letters 
to an anonymous friend

• Tragedy, love, drama, fun times
– we follow Charlie through a 
very eventful year in school

“Things change. And friends leave. Life 
doesn't stop for anybody.”



Suzanne Collins –
The Hunger Games
• In the ruins of a place once

known as North America lies the 
nation of Panem

• Annual event where every
district is forced to send one boy 
and one girl to a national 
deathmatch

• Our hero, Katniss Everdeen, 
eventually finds herself as a 
volunteer…

“Stupid people are dangerous.”
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Sarah Crossan –
Moonrise

• Suggestively written book about
two brothers

• Joe hasn´t seen his brother Ed 
for 10 years – because Ed is on 
death row

• Now, Ed’s execution date has 
been set…

“Some guys get fifteen years, others get life.
So death for Ed
but not for everyone.

Cos it all depends on who you kill and where you 
kill them too.

Like,
don't shoot a white cop in Walker Country, Texas. 
If that's your plan, do it in Arlington, New York-
no needles of electric chairs there.

Just doesn't seen fair to me.”



Tsitsi Dangarembga –
This mournable body

• The story about Tambudzai
Sigauke (Tambu) told in second-
person

• Story is divided in three parts

• A vibrant Zimbabwe and a 
woman’s struggle to find her
place in society

“You begin to suspect that Cousin-Brother-
in-Law and Nyasha are not being honest, 
that they found each other because neither 
possesses the hardiness success requires, 
so they have dressed discouragement up in 
the glamour of intellect.”



Edwidge Danticat –
The farming of

bones
• Takes place in the Dominican

Republic around the 1930´s

• Amabelle, born in Haiti, is a 
servant to Senõra Valencia and 
her father Papi

• When rumours starts spreading
about Haitians being persecuted
and killed, Amabelle and her
lover Sebastiens future is far 
from settled…

“Misery won't touch you gentle. It always 
leaves its thumbprints on you; sometimes 
it leaves them for others to see, sometimes 
for nobody but you to know of.”



James Dashner –
The Maze Runner
• Thomas wakes up in a weird

elevator and the only thing he
can remember is his name

• Group of boys stuck in ”the 
Glade”, with ever-changing maze
walls around them

• One day, a girl shows up through
the elevator with a note reading:
”She’s the last one. Ever.”

“If you ain’t scared… you ain’t human.”



Sunyi Dean –
The Book Eaters
• Hidden across Britain lives six

old Book Eater families

• They eat books as food and by 
doing so also gains the 
knowledge written in them

• Devon Fairweather’s second 
child is born a Mind Eater – who
consumes not stories but the 
minds and souls of humans…

“Truth is found between the stories 
we're fed and the stories we hunger for.



Daniel Defoe –
Robinson Crusoe
• First published in 1719

• Robinson Crusoe is a man 
seeking adventure

• Against his father´s wishes, he
leaves London to set out to sea

• This is his journal

“Thus fear of danger is ten thousand times 
more terrifying than danger itself.”



Anita Desai –
The village by the sea

• Lila & Hari are the oldest children
in a poor family

• Since their parents both are going 
to rough times, it’s up to the 
siblings to take care of the family

• Family, kindness and a changing
society – this book deals with big
subjects in a easy-to-read way

“It was taken away when the British left -
the people of Bombay did not want to see 
a foreign ruler after independence, not 
even a stone one.”



Charles Dickens –
A Christmas Carol
• A true Christmas-classic, first

published in 1843

• Ebenezer Scrooge is a solitary
and cranky man

• He is taught the true meaning of
Christmas by a series of ghostly
visitors

“There is nothing in the world so 
irresistibly contagious as laughter and 
good humor.”



Charles Dickens –
Great expectations
• A story about the dangers of

being driven by a desire for 
wealth and social status

• Our hero, Pip, wants more than
what life seems to be serving
him – to impress the arrogant, 
but beautiful Estella

• His journey is a perilous one full 
of extraordinary characters

• First published in 1861

“Suffering has been stronger than all other 
teaching, and has taught me to understand 
what your heart used to be. I have been bent 
and broken, but - I hope - into a better shape.”



Charles Dickens –
Oliver Twist

• First published in 1838

• We follow the life and 
adventures of Oliver Twist

• Growing up in an orphanage, 
Oliver gets sent away as a 
punishment to apprentice as 
an undertaker

• Eventually escapes and ends
up with a group of pickpockets 
– and now the real struggles
begin…

“Please, sir, I want some more.”



Trish Doller –
Something like 

normal
• Relationships and drama surrounding a 

young soldier returning home to 
America from Afghanistan

• When Travis returns home everything
has changed

• The one thing that he has going for 
him, that might make things creep back 
towards normalcy, is her - Harper

“I don't know if my life will ever be 
completely normal again, but something 
like normal is a good start.”



Jenny Downham –
Before I die

• Tessa only has months left to live

• In order to cope with this, she has 
compiled her ”To Do Before I Die-list”

• But getting what you want isn’t easy. 
And getting what you want doesn’t
always give you what you need.

“She turns to me on the step. ‘Listen, girl, if 
you´re going to do this properly, you´re 
going to have to learn to break the rules.’
‘I don’t mind being back by midnight. He’ll 
only worry.’
‘Let him – it doesn´t matter. There are no 
consequences for someone like you!’

I´ve never thought about it like that before.”



Louise Erdrich –
Love medicine

• Collection of short stories that
takes place throughout the 20th 
century

• Takes place on and around a 
North Dakota reservation

• Centers around two families –
the Lamartines and the 
Kashpaws

“Society is like this card game here, 
cousin. 
We got dealt our hand before we were 
even born, and as we grow we have to 
play as best as we can.”



Bernardine Evaristo –
Girl, woman, other

• Novel about 12 women – but also a 
sweeping history of the experience
of being black in Britain

• We follow several generations of
women – interlinked by family, love, 
loss and the search for identity

• An unusual book that will challenge
the way you view society

“be a person with knowledge, 
not just opinions”



F. Scott Fitzgerald –
The Great Gatsby

• Jay Gatsby throws crazy parties
at his mansion

• Our hero, Nick Carraway, lives
nearby this mansion

• He eventually gets dragged in to 
Gatsby’s world – and 
underneath the glamorous
surface things ain’t all peachy

“And I like large parties. They’re 
so intimate. At small parties there 
isn’t any privacy.”



John Fowles –
The Collector

• Frederick Clegg is a lonely
man who struggles to get 
along with other people

• He collects butterflies –
and one day he starts to 
get obsessed with an art 
student named Miranda 
and want to add her to his
collection

• Hailed as the first modern 
psychological thriller

“I am one in a row of specimens. It's when I try to 
flutter out of line that he hates me. I'm meant to 
be dead, pinned, always the same, always 
beautiful. He knows that part of my beauty is 
being alive. but it's the dead me he wants. He 
wants me living-but-dead.”



Neil Gaiman –
Coraline

• The day after they moved in, Coraline 
went exploring...

• In Coraline's family's new flat are 
twenty-one windows and fourteen 
doors. Thirteen of the doors open and 
close.

• The fourteenth is locked, and on the 
other side is only a brick wall, until the 
day Coraline unlocks the door to find a 
passage to another flat in another 
house just like her own.

• Only it’s different…

“'What's your name,' Coraline asked the cat. 
'Look, I'm Coraline. Okay?'
'Cats don't have names,' it said.
'No?' said Coraline.
'No,' said the cat. 'Now you people have names. 
That's because you don't know who you are. We 
know who we are, so we don't need names.”



William Golding –
Lord of the flies
• A classic, first published in 1954

• A plane crashes on a desert
island and the only survivors are
a group of schoolboys

• Power struggles –
democracy VS dictatorship

“We did everything adults would do. 
What went wrong?”
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John Green –
The fault in our stars

• Hazel Grace has cancer

• Her mother forces her to go to 
these support group meetings

• She’s not a big fan – until the 
meeting when Augustus shows 
up

• Is it worthwhile pursuing a 
relationship when you are
terminally ill?

“What a slut time is. She screws everybody.”



John Green –
Looking for Alaska

• Miles ”Pudge” Halter has lived a 
pretty uneventful life…

• … until he heads off to Culver
Creek Boarding School…

• … where the gorgeous, clever, 
funny, sexy, destructive, 
screwed-up and utterly
fascinating Alaska Young lives
down the hall from him…

“I wanted so badly to lie down next to her on the couch, to 
wrap my arms around her and sleep. Not fuck, like in those 
movies. Not even have sex. Just sleep together in the most 
innocent sense of the phrase. But I lacked the courage and 
she had a boyfriend and I was gawky and she was gorgeous 
and I was hopelessly boring and she was endlessly 
fascinating. 
So I walked back to my room and collapsed on the bottom 
bunk, thinking that if people were rain, I was drizzle and she 
was hurricane.”



John Green –
Paper Towns

• When Quentin and Margo are
kids, they find a dead body

• Years later, when they are about
to graduate high school, Margo
reappears in Quentin’s life

• They spend a crazy night
together – but then she
disappears again

• But this time, she has left clues…

“As long as we don't die, this is gonna
be one hell of a story.”



Sophie Gonzales –
Perfect on paper

• Darcy Phillips runs an anonymous
relationship advice-service at school

• When her identity is at risk of being
revealed, she gets blackmailed into
helping this annoying guy get back 
with his ex

• Rom-com at it’s finest!

“Setting aside the messiness of which accents 
were considered sexy in which cultures and 
why, accents in general were nature’s way of 
saying, “Procreate with that one, their gene 
code must be varied as fuck.” Few things, it 
seemed, could turn a person on as quickly as 
the subconscious realization they almost 
certainly weren’t flirting with a blood relative.”



Yaa Gyasi -
Homegoing

• Two sisters born in 18th century Ghana –
one marries rich and the other is sold to 
slavery in the US

• We follow their families through
generations – and see how they are all 
affected by the sisters fate

• Manages to tackle alot of problems and 
historical events – and still be a pretty
easy read

“We believe the one who has power. He is the one 
who gets to write the story. So when you study 
history, you must ask yourself, Whose story am I 
missing? Whose voice was suppressed so that this 
voice could come forth? Once you have figured that 
out, you must find that story too. From there you 
get a clearer, yet still imperfect, picture.”



Mark Haddon –
The curious incident of

the dog in the night-time
• Christopher Boone is a 15-year old guy 

with Asperger’s

• He knows a great deal about math and 
very little about human beings

• When he finds his neighbours dog dead
on her front lawn, it’s the beginning of a 
murder mystery that will turn his world
upside down

“All the other children at my school are 
stupid. Except I'm not meant to call them 
stupid, even though this is what they are.”



Matt Haig –
The midnight library
• Between life and death, there is a library

• Within that library, the shelves go on forever

• Every book provides a chance to try another 
life you could have lived. To see how things 
would be if you had made other choices…

• … Would you have done anything different, if 
you had the chance to undo your regrets? 

“If you aim to be something you are not, you 
will always fail. Aim to be you. Aim to look 
and act and think like you. Aim to be the 
truest version of you. Embrace that you-ness. 
Endorse it. Love it. Work hard at it. And don't 
give a second thought when people mock it or 
ridicule it. Most gossip is envy in disguise.”



Ernest Hemingway –
A farewell to arms

• World War I through the eyes of
an American soldier, Frederic, 
serving in the Italian army

• Also a love story between
Frederic and the British nurse
Catherine

“The coward dies a thousand deaths, the 
brave but one'.... 
(The man who first said that) was probably 
a coward.... He knew a great deal about 
cowards but nothing about the brave. The 
brave dies perhaps two thousand deaths if 
he's intelligent. 
He simply doesn't mention them.”



Ernest Hemingway –
The old man and 

the sea

• First published in 1952

• Old man Santiago lives a solitary
life as a fisherman

• Subtle, simple story with an 
astonishing amount of depth
(no pun indended)

“Every day is a new day. It is better to be 
lucky. But I would rather be exact. Then 
when luck comes you are ready.”



Hermann Hesse –
Siddhartha

• A unique little book about a man 
trying to find his place in the 
world

• He tries three completely
different ways of life – but finds
flaws with them all

• A very spiritual story heavily
influenced by Indian philosophy

“Wisdom cannot be imparted. Wisdom that 
a wise man attempts to impart always 
sounds like foolishness to someone else ... 
Knowledge can be communicated, but not 
wisdom. One can find it, live it, do wonders 
through it, but one cannot communicate 
and teach it.”
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Colleen Hoover –
It ends with us

• New beginnings, heartbreak and 
the search for one true love

• Lily has overcome alot to make it 
where she is today

• She is dating hot neurosurgeon
Ryle – but when doubts about
his commitment to their
relationship emerge and her old 
boyfriend appears out of the 
blue everything is cast in doubt…

“He pulls back to look down at me and 
when he sees my tears, he brings his hands 
up to my cheeks. “In the future... if by some 
miracle you ever find yourself in the 
position to fall in love again... fall in love 
with me.”



Dean Hughes –
Four-four-two

• The two friends Yuki & Shig have
enlisted in the American army and 
are shipped off to fight the nazis

• The horrors of World War II from a 
perspective that is often forgotten

“It struck Yuki as almost comic that humans 
drew lines on the globe, and on both sides of 
those lines raised up armies. Then they fought 
and died to take possession of...what? Hills. 
Yuki knew he had to fight, and had to win, but 
that didn't make war anything to be proud of.”



Zora Neale Hurston –
Barracoon: Story of the last slave
• In August 1931, famed anthropologist Zora

travelled to Alabama to visit 90-year-old 
Cudjo Lewis, a former slave.

• From childhood in Africa, the horrors of
being captured to the years he spent in 
slavery

• One of very few reports of slavery from 
the perspective of the slave

“We cry ’cause we slave. In night 
time we cry, we say we born and 
raised to be free people and now we 
slave. We doan know why we be 
bring ’way from our country to work 
lak dis. It strange to us.”



Aldous Huxley –
Brave new world

• Dystopian novel first published in 
1932

• The World State is a futuristic
society based on science and 
efficiency

• Bernard Marx gets sent on a 
mission to find a lost daughter –
which sets in motion a series of
events that will change the World 
State forever

“One believes things because one has been 
conditioned to believe them.”



Kazuo Ishiguro –
The remains of the day

• Award-winning book first released
in 1989

• English butler Stevens has a 
history with his old co-worker Miss 
Kenton

• In an attempt to get back to her, 
Stevens finds out sides of his old 
master Lord Darlington that makes 
him question his whole life

“If you are under the impression you have 
already perfected yourself, you will never rise 
to the heights you are no doubt capable of.”



Tiffany D. Jackson -
allegedly

• 9-year old Mary get convicted of
murdering a baby that her
mother is taking care of

• Mary never talks about what
happened – nobody ever seems
to listen anyway

• Ted changes everything

“Everyone in the house knows what I did. 
Or thinks they know what I did. No one 
asks though because no one really wants 
to hear how I killed a baby. They don’t 
even want to know why I killed a baby. 
They just want to pretend they know for 
knowing’s sake.”



Tiffany D. Jackson –
The weight of blood

• Madison Washington has always been a 
teasing target for bullies

• After a viral bullying video pulls back the 
curtain on Springville High's racist roots, 
student leaders come up with a plan to 
change their image: host the school's first 
integrated prom as a show of unity

• But some of her classmates aren't done 
with her just yet. And what they don't 
know is that Maddy still has another 
secret... one that will cost them all their 
lives.

“When I asked him what happened . . . 
he just kept mumbling, “Maddy did it.”



Ken Kesey –
One flew over the 

cuckoo’s nest
• This classic, written in the 1960’s, 

takes place in a mental hospital

• Our ”hero”, Randle Patrick 
McMurphy, starts a rebellion
against Nurse Ratchet’s
dictatorship

• Turns into an all-out war between
two relentless opponents

“Man, when you lose your 
laugh you lose your footing.”



Jamaica Kincaid –
The autobiography

of my mother

• Xuela’s mother died giving
birth to her – and now she has 
to find her place in the world
without her

• Extraordinary story about a 
simple life

• A story about love, fear, loss 
and the forging of character

“No matter how happy I had been in the 
past I do not long for it. The present is 
always the moment for which I love.”



Elizabeth Klehfoth –
All the beautiful

strangers
• Three mysteries, one book

• Jumps back and forth between
time and place – but still easy to 
follow

• A prestigious college society, a 
mother who has disappeared
and a suicide that happened
over twenty years ago. How are
they all connected?

“If my investigation into my mother’s past had 
taught me anything, it was that no one can 
really understand the whole of a person. 
In many ways, my mother, my father—the 
people I was closest to, the people who meant 
the most to me—were strangers. 
Beautiful strangers.”



Harper Lee –
To kill a mockingbird

• Takes place in the American
south during the 1930’s

• Written from the perspective of
a young girl named Jean Louise 
”Scout” Finch

• Her father, Atticus Finch, is a 
lawyer

• Tom Robinson, a black man, is 
accused of rape and Atticus gets 
appointed to defend him in 
court

“People generally see what they look 
for, and hear what they listen for.”



Doris Lessing –
The grass is singing
• Mary Turner, the wife of a 

farmer, is found murdered on 
her porch

• After her body is found, we are
taken back to her younger days
and slowly discover what
happened to her

• Portrays the contemporary 
issues of colonized people's 
psychology, and their inhuman 
treatment to their colored 
brothers and sisters.

“She did not know it was part of the native code of 
politeness not to look a superior in the face; 
she thought it was merely further evidence of their 
shifty and dishonest nature.”

Klassuppsättning



Ann Liang –
If you could see the sun

• Alice Sun figures out she has the 
ability to turn invisible

• When money gets tight she
decides to start monetizing her
strange new ability

• She’ll discover the scandalous
secrets her classmates want to 
know – for a price

• Starts out innocent enough, but
quickly escalates…

“I'd rather be the villain who lives to the end 
than the hero who winds up dead.”



E. Lockhart –
we were liars

• Mystery novel about rich, priviliged
teens taking place on a private island

• Cadence (Cady) suffers a head injury
during one of the trips to the island

• Next summer, nothing is the same and 
Cady has to try and remember why…

“Welcome to the beautiful Sinclair family.
No one is a criminal.
No one is an addict.
No one is a failure.
The Sinclairs are athletic, tall and handsome. 
We are old-money democrats. Our smiles are 
wide, our chins square, and our tennis serves 
aggressive.”



Marie Lu –
Legend

• What we used to know as 
western United States in now
called the Republic – a nation 
constantly at war with it’s
neighbours

• June and Day’s paths cross 
through unlikely events – and 
what starts out as a rivalry ends
up as a rebellion against the 
oppressive government

“Each day means a new twenty-four 
hours. Each day means everything's 
possible again. You live in the 
moment, you die in the moment, 
you take it all one day at a time.”



Melissa Lucashenko
– Too much lip

• Takes place in a fictional
Australian town called Durrongo

• Our hero, Kerry Salter, returns to 
her hometown to say goodbye
to her father who is dying

• Turns out that politicians are
turning her hometown to shit –
and Kerry unvoluntarily becomes
the ”savior”

“… the Harley was pretty much the only thing in Durrongo that had any 
bloody style to it, the only thing here that didn’t scream poverty and 
desperation. It was the only thing that said to Kerry each morning that 
she had made it out of Shitsville alive, that she didn’t belong forever in 
the godforsaken dump she’d fled at seventeen.
The cat turned and looked directly at her. 
‘Three grand a day? Tell em they’re dreaming’.

Spot on budigan. Time to dust off the work clothes and find that 
backpack. Cos dickhead’s right about one thing: if nothing changes, 
nothing changes.”



Alexander McCall 
Smith –

The No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency
• Mma Marotswe runs a detective

agency in Botswana

• Several cases are summarized –
but the one this book focuses on is 
a missing 11-year old boy

• Light-hearted yet exciting – a 
feelgood story with surprising
depth

“That is the problem with governments 
these days. They want to do things all the 
time; they are always very busy thinking of 
what things they can do next. That is not 
what people want. People want to be left 
alone to look after their cattle.”

MAG



Cormac McCarthy –
The road

• A father and son try to survive in 
an apocalyptic, burned down USA

• Everyone is out to get everyone –
it’s survival of the fittest

• One of the most heart-wrenching
reading experiences I’ve ever had

“What's the bravest thing you ever did?
He spat in the road a bloody phlegm. 
Getting up this morning, he said.”



Patricia McCormick –
Never fall down

• Based on the true story of a man 
called Arn Chorn-Pond

• Takes place in Cambodia during the 
brutal regime of the Khmer Rouge

• A gripping account of the inner 
turmoil of a child soldier

“You show you care, you die.

You show you fear, you die.

You show nothing, maybe you live.”



Frank McCourt –
Angela’s Ashes

• Memoirs of a man growing up in 
depression-era Ireland

• Poverty, religion and alcoholism…

• … all mixed in a remarkable story 
told with warmth and humor

“You might be poor, your shoes might be 
broken, but your mind is a palace.”

Klassuppsättning

MAG



Karen M. McManus –
One of us is lying

• Five students walk into detention

• Only four leave alive…

• Murder mystery that uses classic
stereotypes to influence the reader

• Can you figure it out?

“She's a princess and you're a jock," he says. 
He thrusts his chin toward Bronwyn, then at 
Nate. "And you're a brain. And you're a 
criminal. You're all walking teen-movie 
stereotypes.”



Karen M. McManus –
Nothing more to tell

• When Brynn was in high school, her
favourite teacher got murdered

• The case never got solved…

• … so when Brynn gets an internship 
working on a popular true-crime
show, she decides to investigate
what really happened

“The world would be a better place if more 
people knew when to stop talking. Everyone 
says too much, all the time. Ask them a simple 
question, and they’ll give you their entire life 
story. No one cares! Just say yes or no.”



Sangu Mandanna –
The very secret society

of irregular witches
• As one of the few witches in Britain, Mika 

Moon knows she has to hide her magic…

• … with one exception: an online account, 
where she posts videos pretending to be a 
witch. She thinks no one will take it 
seriously.

• But someone does…

“Niceness is all about what we do when other 
people are looking. Kindness, on the other 
hand, runs deep. Kindness is what happens 
when no one’s looking.”



Arthur Miller –
The crucible

• Playscript taking place during the 
witch-hunt in Salem 1692

• Written in 1953 as a response to 
the political climate at the time

• Small society goes bananas and the 
social pressure makes people do 
unspeakable acts

“Because it is my name! Because I cannot 
have another in my life! Because I lie and 
sign myself to lies! Because I am not worth 
the dust on the feet of them that hang! How 
may I live without my name? I have given 
you my soul; leave me my name!”

MAG
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Celeste Ng – Little 
fires everywhere
• Everyday life in suburban America

• Keeper of the peace is the very
proper Elena Richardson

• Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic
artist and single mother

• Elena is determined to uncover the 
secrets in Mia’s past – but her
obsession will come at unexpected
and devastating costs.

“It bothers you, doesn’t it?” Mia said suddenly. 
“I think you can’t imagine. Why anyone would choose 
a different life from the one you’ve got. Why anyone 
might want something other than a big house with a 
big lawn, a fancy car, a job in an office. Why anyone 
would choose anything different than what you’d 
choose.”



Jennifer Niven –
All the bright places

• Theodore Finch is fascinated by 
death

• Violet Markey lives for the future

• When Finch and Violet meet on 
the ledge of the bell tower at 
school, it’s unclear who saves 
whom.

“Listen, I’m the freak. I’m the weirdo. I’m the 
troublemaker. I start fights. I let people down. 
Don’t make Finch mad, whatever you do. Oh, there 
he goes again, in one of his moods. Moody Finch. 
Angry Finch. Unpredictable Finch. Crazy Finch. But 
I’m not a compilation of symptoms. Not a casualty 
of shitty parents and an even shittier chemical 
makeup. Not a problem. Not a diagnosis. Not an 
illness. Not something to be rescued. I’m a person.”



Jennifer Niven –
Holding up the 

universe
• Everyone thinks they know

Libby Strout

• Everyone thinks they know
Jack Masselin too

• The two make an unlikely pair. 
And yet… they might just be able to 
change each other´s worlds

“People are shitty for a lot of reasons. Sometimes they're 
just shitty people. Sometimes people have been shitty to 
them and, even though they don't realize it, they take that 
shitty upbringing and go out into the world and treat 
others the same way. Sometimes they're shitty because 
they're afraid. Sometimes they choose to be shitty to 
others before others can be shitty to them. So it's like self-
defensive shittiness.”



Chigozie Obioma –
The fishermen

• Four young brothers take advantage of
their strict father’s absence from home
to go fishing at a forbidden local river

• They encounter a madman who
predicts that the oldest boy will be 
brutally killed by a fisherman

• This prophecy unleashes a tragic chain
of events of mythic proportions

“Hatred is a leech: The thing that sticks to a 
person's skin; that feeds off them and drains the 
sap out of one's spirit. It changes a person, and 
does not leave until it has sucked the last drop of 
peace from them.”



Edna O´Brien –
Girl with the green 

eyes
• Kate and her friend Baba have had

enough

• They are making up for their
sheltered upbringing by partying
and hooking up with random guys

• Kinda like an Irish Sex and the city 
from the 60’s

“We all leave one another. We die, we 
change - it's mostly change - we outgrow 
our best friends; but even if I do leave you, I 
will have passed on to you something of 
myself; you will be a different person 
because of knowing me; it's inescapable...”

MAG

Klassuppsättning



Tommy Orange –
There, there

• We follow twelve different 
Native Americans on their way
to the Big Oakland Powwow

• Basically twelve different little
stories that connect to a joined
bigger story

• Native Americans from all walks
of life show us the modern 
reality of being ”an Indian”

“Apologies don’t even mean as much as 
just…just acknowledging that you fucked 
up, hurt people, and that you don’t wanna
do that anymore. Not to yourself either. 
That’s sometimes the hardest part.”



George Orwell –
1984

• First published in 1949

• Tells the story of a dystopian
society – a vision of the future
where the methods of control
has become extreme

• Getting more and more accurate
for every year that passes by…

“Who controls the past controls the future. 
Who controls the present controls the past.”



George Orwell –
Animal farm

• First published in 1945

• The animals of a farm decide to 
rebel and take over

• With flaming idealism and 
stirring slogans, they set out to 
create a paradise of progress, 
justice, and equality

“Man is the only creature that consumes 
without producing. He does not give milk, he 
does not lay eggs, he is too weak to pull the 
plough, he cannot run fast enough to catch 
rabbits. Yet he is lord of all the animals. He sets 
them to work, he gives back to them the bare 
minimum that will prevent them from starving, 
and the rest he keeps for himself.”

Klassuppsättning



Rosa Parks – My story

• Autobiography of social rights activist Rosa 
Parks

• Mostly known for refusing to give up her
seat to a white man on a segregated bus –
which sparked the Alabama bus boycott –
but her life contains so much more than
that

“I believe we are here on the planet 
Earth to live, grow up and do what we 
can to make this world a better place 
for all people to enjoy freedom.”



Sylvia Plath –
The Bell Jar

• Aspiring poet Esther gets an 
internship to work in New York

• Things should be on the up and 
up for her – but nothing is what
it seems

• A book that harshly criticizes the 
society of the time – social 
norms, identity, mental health

“But when it came right down to it, the 
skin of my wrist looked so white and 
defenseless that I couldn't do it. It was 
as if what I wanted to kill wasn't in 
that skin or the thin blue pulse that 
jumped under my thumb, but 
somewhere else, deeper, more secret, 
and a whole lot harder to get.”



J.B. Priestley –
An inspector calls

• Script written in 1945

• The year is 1912, and the 
wealthy Birling-family are
celebrating the engagement of
their daughter

• In comes inspector Goole and 
starts interrogating them about
a dead young woman…

• … and it turns out they all have
some kind of connection to her

“We don't live alone. We are members 
of one body. We are responsible for 
each other. And I tell you that the time 
will soon come when if men will not 
learn that lesson, then they will be 
taught it in fire and blood and anguish. 
Good night.”

MAG



Bali Rai –
(un)arranged marriage

• 17-year old Manjit is about to 
get married

• Thing is, it’s not really his choice

• Engaging story about a young
man’s fight to decide over his
own life

“Like a lot of Punjabi men, he didn´t drink or eat 
meat on Sundays. It was like some kind of 
religious fashion statement that he was making, 
only he tended to get even more plastered on 
Saturday nights to make up for it." MAG

Klassuppsättning



Bali Rai –
The last taboo

• Simran has a crush on Tyrone 
from the first time she sees him

• They eventually start dating, but
that opens up a whole new 
world of problems

• Will Simran be able to stand up
against prejudice and her own
family?

“Tyrone leaned across the table and gave me a 
long kiss. When I eventually opened my eyes I 
saw an Asian couple, middle-aged, on the next 
table along.
You know that phrase – if looks could kill?
Well, I was dead."

MAG



Bali Rai –
Rani & Sukh

• A more modern, Indian version 
of Romeo & Juliet

• We follow two families, and the 
story jumps between 1950’s 
Punjab in India to 2004 
Leicester, England

• Will the two families be able to 
overcome their troubled past
and make peace?

“Sandhu and Bains. Two large families, led by 
patriarchs who would have killed a man for 
laying even a finger upon their daughters. Two 
proud jat men, friends, both betrayed by their 
youngest offspring.
There would be war."

MAG



Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely
– all american boys

• After traveling around America and talking to students from 
all kinds of schools, it was obvious for the authors that
police brutality is something that is on everyone’s mind

• They then decided to write this book

• Rashad & Quinn are both forced to make a stand – they
have to risk everything they´ve ever known to speak out

“IF YOU ARE NEUTRAL IN 
SITUATIONS OF INJUSTICE, 
YOU HAVE CHOSEN THE 
SIDE OF THE OPPRESSOR.”



Jean Rhys –
Wide Sargasso Sea
• Takes a character from Charlotte 

Brontë’s classic Jane Eyre and 
tells her backstory

• The madwoman in the attic
(Antoinette) actually has a case

• A story about ending up on the 
wrong side of history – how
events outside of your control
can make you an outsider 
everywhere

“It was a song about a white cockroach. That’s me. That’s 
what they call all of us who were here before their own 
people in Africa sold them to the slave traders. And I’ve 
heard English woman call us white niggers. So between 
you I often wonder who I am and where is my country and 
where do I belong and why was I ever born at all.”



Rainbow Rowell –
Eleanor & Park
• A controversial book that has 

been through some scandals

• Takes place in 1986, our main
characters Eleanor and Park 
each have their own problems 
but find solace in each other

• Social realism, drama and love

“Nothing before you counts," he said. "And I can't even 
imagine an after."
She shook her head. "Don't."
"What?"
"Don't talk about after."
"I just meant that... I want to be the last person who 
ever kisses you, too.... That sounds bad, like a death 
threat or something. What I'm trying to say is, you're it. 
This is it for me.”



Arundhati Roy –
The God of Small 

Things
• Takes place in Kerala, India, and 

focuses around the Ipe-family

• A simple story about a 
complicated family

• A different reading experience –
both beautiful and depressing

“That's what careless words do. They make 
people love you a little less.”

MAG



J.D. Salinger –
The catcher in the rye
• 16-year old Holden Caulfield

gets expelled from his school

• He ends up spending three days
on his own in New York

• Holden ”searchs for truth” and 
rebells against the phoniness of
the adult world

“Among other things, you’ll find that you’re not the 
first person who was ever confused and frightened 
and even sickened by human behaviour. You’re by no 
means alone on that score, you’ll be excited and 
stimulated to know. Many, many men have been 
just as troubled morally and spiritually as you are 
right now. Happily, some of them kept records of 
their troubles. You’ll learn from them—if you want 
to. Just as someday, if you have something to offer, 
someone will learn something from you. It’s a 
beautiful reciprocal arrangement. And it isn’t 
education. It’s history. It’s poetry.



Dana Schwartz –
Anatomy: a love story
• Edinburgh, 1817. Hazel Sinnett is a 

lady who wants to be a surgeon 
more than she wants to marry.

• Jack Currer is a bodysnatcher who’s 
just trying to survive in a city where 
it’s too easy to die.

• Hazel gets kicked out of school – but 
thanks to Jack she can continue her 
studies in a more “creative” way

• This however, will lead them both 
on a path they did not expect…

“What were miracles, but science that man 
didn't yet understand?”



Ruta Sepetys –
I must betray you

• Romania, 1989, is the tyrannical
dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu

• 17-year old Cristian Florescu is 
blackmailed to become an informer

• He’s left with two choices: betray
everyone and everything he loves –
or use his position to undermine the 
most evil dictator in Eastern Europe

“An old woman is fast asleep when she 
hears a knock at the door.
Who is it? she whispers, terrified.
It is death, the voice answers.
Oh, good. I thought it might be the 
Securitate.”



Ruta Sepetys –
Salt to the sea

• Winter 1945. 
Four refugees. 
Four secrets.

• A promise of safety and freedom

• But not all promises can be 
kept…

“I wept because I had no shoes,
until I met a man who had no feet.”



Mary Shelley –
Frankenstein

• Written in a friendly competition
1816

• Doctor Frankenstein believes he
has solved the mystery of life and 
constructs an abomination made
of body parts

• The story gets extra depth when
the creature starts to form an 
personality and ponder about his
identity

” I have love in me the likes of which you can 
scarcely imagine and rage the likes of which 
you would not believe. If I cannot satisfy the 
one, I will indulge the other.”



Adam Silvera –
They both die at the end

• Death-cast contacts you the day
you are going to die

• Mateo and Rufus use Last Friend
to find company on their
End day

• How do you live a lifetime in a 
single day?

“You may be born into a family, 
but you walk into friendships. 
Some you’ll discover you should 
put behind you. Others are worth 
every risk.”



Zadie Smith –
On beauty

• Why do we fall in love with the 
people that we do?

• Do you really believe what you
claim to?

• How do you choose the work on 
which to spend your life?

• Entertaining and challenging
satire about love, family, politics
and people’s deceptions

“The greatest lie ever told about 
love is that it sets you free.”



Sonya Sones –
One of those hideous books

where the mother dies
• Written in verse instead of prose

• 15-year old Ruby Miliken has 
lost her mother to cancer

• Shipped off to the other side of
the country to live with a father
she has never met, Ruby 
struggles to adapt…

“I know this sounds incredibly lame,
but I don't want losing my virginity
to feel like I'm losing something.
I want it to feel like I'm finding something.
I want sex to be amazing.
I want it to be life-alteringly wonderful.
And I want it to happen with someone I 
love.”

MAG



John Steinbeck –
Cannery Row

• First published in 1945

• No real story, more of a vibe

• Mack and the boys inhabit a 
converted fish-meal schack 
down on the Row…

“It has always seemed strange to me...The 
things we admire in men, kindness and 
generosity, openness, honesty, understanding 
and feeling, are the concomitants of failure in 
our system. And those traits we detest, 
sharpness, greed, acquisitiveness, meanness, 
egotism and self-interest, are the traits of 
success. And while men admire the quality of 
the first they love the produce of the second.”

MAG



John Steinbeck –
Of mice and men
• They are an unlikely pair, George 

and Lenny

• Hustling through life as laborers
in California’s vegetable fields

• First published in 1937 and is 
one of the great American
classics

“Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world is 
scared of each other.”

Klassuppsättning



John Steinbeck –
The pearl

• Re-telling of a Mexican folktale, 
first published in 1945

• Fisherman Kino finds a huge
pearl and is suddenly wealthy

• This however, changes the way
people treat him…

“For it is said that humans are never satisfied, 
that you give them one thing and they want 
something more. And this is said in 
disparagement, whereas it is one of the 
greatest talents the species has and one that 
has made it superior to animals that are 
satisfied with what they have.” MAG



Robert Louis 
Stevenson –

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

• Gothic novella first published in 
1886

• Dr. Henry Jekyll tries to understand 
the human psyche

• Unfortunately, he becomes a 
guinea pig to his own science –
with dark and terrifying results

“All human beings, as we meet 
them, are commingled out of 
good and evil: and Edward Hyde, 
alone, in the ranks of mankind, 
was pure evil.”



Robert Louis 
Stevenson –

Treasure Island
• The classic tale of pirates and villains, 

maps and treasure

• First published in 1883

• Jim Hawkins gets his hands on a 
treasure map and joins the Hispaniola 
as a cabin boy

• On the Hispaniola serves another man 
that is to become very important to 
Jim – the terrifying Long John Silver

“Fifteen men on the Dead Man's Chest 
Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum! 
Drink and the devil had done for the rest 
Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum!”



Kathryn Stockett –
The help

• Three ordinary women are about to 
take one extraordinary step

• Takes place in Mississippi 1962, 
where black maids raise white
children but aren’t trusted not to 
steal the silver…

• Somewhat controversial book

“Ever morning, until you dead in 
the ground, you gone have to make 
this decision. You gone have to ask 
yourself, "Am I gone believe what 
them fools say about me today?” MAG



Bram Stoker –
Dracula

• The most famous of all vampire
stories, written way back in 1897

• Creeping, intense atmosphere

• Jonathan & Mina Harker, Dr. Seward 
and Dr. Van Helsing struggle to 
destroy the cruel, but fatally
desirable, vampire count Dracula 

“How blessed are some people, 
whose lives have no fears, no 
dreads; to whom sleep is a 
blessing that comes nightly, and 
brings nothing but sweet dreams.”



Lee Stringer –
Grand Central 

winter: stories from 
the street

• Autobiography of a man who
lived on the streets of New York 
during the 80’s and 90’s.

• Sheds new light on what it’s
actually like to be homeless

“I pull it out and it´s a pencil and it does the 
trick. I push my screens and take a hit and 
have a pleasurable half hour of sweaty, 
trembling panic that at any second someone 
or something is going to jump out of the 
darkness – I get much too paranoid to smoke 
with the lights on – and stomp the living shit 
out of me or something.

That´s the great thing about being a veteran 
crackhead.
Always a lot of fun.”



Krystal Sutherland –
Our chemical hearts

• Henry Page has never been in 
love…

• … until Grace Town walks in to 
class and he immidiately knows
everything is about to change

• Not your everyday love-story

“Love doesn't need to last a lifetime for it to be real. You 
can't judge the quality of a love by the length of time it 
lasts. Everything dies, love included. Sometimes it dies 
with a person, sometimes it dies on its own. The greatest 
love story ever told doesn't have to be about two people 
who spent their whole lives together. It might be about a 
love that lasted two weeks or two months or two years, 
but burned brighter and hotter and more brilliantly than 
any other love before or after. Don't mourn a failed love; 
there is no such thing. All love is equal in the brain.”



Vikas Swarup –
Slumdog Millionaire

• Takes place in India, and we
follow a young man named Ram 
Mohammad Thomas

• Wins India’s version of Who
wants to be a millionaire? – gets 
sent to prison

• Through Ram’s stories we
experience a wide range of social 
issues – varying from prostitution 
to corruption to riots

“The studio sign says ‘Silence’ but the 
audience refuses to heed it. They point at me 
and chatter excitedly among themselves. 
I am the idiot waiter who has staked a 
hundred million rupees on one question.”



Robert Swindells -
Branded

• Dale’s brother is convicted of horrible 
crimes which resulted in the death of
five women

• Dale’s family all get a bad rep because
of this

• They try to start a new life – but Dale 
can’t escape the fear of one day turning 
in to the same kind of monster as his
brother

“They said he was sane, our Gav. The prosecution put up 
some psychologist or psychiatrist to say he´d examined my 
brother thoroughly and there was no doubting his sanity.

I couldn´t get my head around that. Still can´t. Does it mean 
a guy can want to do horrific stuff to helpless strangers: 
want it so badly he can´t stop himself doing it, and yet he´s 
got the same sort of mind we´ve all got? If that´s the case, 
how come everybody doesn´t get those urges? We should be 
up to here in mutilated bodies, right?”

MAG



Sabaa Tahir –
All my rage

• The dark side of ”the American dream”

• Noor & Salahudin are more than best 
friends, they are family…

• … until a huge fight tears them apart

• What does it take to defeat the 
monsters in their pasts and the ones in 
their midst?

• A story about young love, old regrets
and forgiveness

“Great passions grow into monsters in 
the dark of the mind; but if you share 
them with loving friends they remain 
human, they can be endured.”



Angie Thomas –
The hate u give
• Takes place in modern day

America, and we follow 16-year 
old Starr Carter

• Torn between two worlds

• Fatal shooting of Khalil

• Inspired by the Black Lives 
Matter movement, this is a 
powerful and gripping novel
about one girl’s struggle for 
justice

“When the Khalils get arrested for selling drugs, they 
either spend most of their life in prison, another billion-
dollar industry, or they have a hard time getting a real 
job and probably start selling drugs again. That’s the 
hate they’re giving us, baby, a system designed against 
us. That’s Thug Life.”



Mark Twain –
The adventures of

Tom Sawyer
• First published in 1896

• Growing up on the banks of the 
Mississippi river, 13-year old 
Tom Sawyer is the menace of a 
small American town

• Always stirring up trouble, 
always on the run from 
punishment

“Tom said to himself that it was not such a 
hollow world, after all. He had discovered a 
great law of human action, without knowing 
it -- namely, that in order to make a man or a 
boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to make 
the thing difficult to attain.”



Clemantine Wamariya –
The girl who smiled

beads
• Autobiography about the 

author’s life

• Escaping the Rwandan genocide
at a very young age, Clemantine
and her sister flees from hideout
to hideout to find safety

• Eventually ends up in the US –
and a whole new journey begins

“I've seen enough to know that you 
can be a human with a mountain of 
resources and you can be a human 
with nothing, and you can be a 
monster either way.”



Colson Whitehead –
The Underground 

Railroad
• The book centers around slavery in the 

United States somewhere around the 
year 1850

• We follow Cora, who is a slave on a 
cotton plantation in Georgia

• The Underground Railroad is a 
movement that tries to ferry slaves out
of the south

• Cora gets introduced to the movement
when a new slave, Ceasar, joins her
plantation

“And America, too, is a delusion, the grandest one of all. 
The white race believes—believes with all its heart—that 
it is their right to take the land. To kill Indians. Make war. 
Enslave their brothers. This nation shouldn’t exist, if 
there is any justice in the world, for its foundations are 
murder, theft, and cruelty. Yet here we are.



Oscar Wilde –
The picture of Dorian 

Gray
• First published in 1891

• Dorian Gray sells his soul for 
eternal youth

• However, his recently painted
portrait takes the hit of his
degenerate lifestyle instead…

• Crazy controversial back in the 
days

“You will always be fond of me. 
I represent to you all the sins you 
never had the courage to commit.”



Tara June Winch –
The yield

• The Yield is about stories – those we
tell ourselves, those that are told
about us, those that disempower
and help us survive

• And it’s about language, it’s magical
ability to capture a spirit, reveal a 
culture, and allow us to revisit the 
past

“She had thought about how everywhere in that place 
Romans had written the local people out of their history. 
She was trying to figure out how people valued a thing, 
what made something revered while other things were 
overlooked. Who decided what was out with the old, what 
had to have a replacement? What traditions stayed and 
what tools, household items, art, things, evidence of 
someone, languages, fell away. But when she tried to 
draw a vague line to the artefacts of Prosperous she was 
stumped — why the artefacts of Middlesbrough were 
important and not those from home.”

MAG
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The best short stories 2021

The Best Short Stories 2021: The O. Henry Prize Winners 
contains twenty prizewinning stories chosen from the 
thousands published in magazines over the previous year. 
Guest editor Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie has brought her
own brilliant vision to the prize, selecting stories by an 
engaging mix of celebrated names and young emerging
voices, and including translations for the first time. The 
winning stories are accompanied by a dazzling introduction
by Adichie, observations from the winning writers on what
inspired them, and an eztensive resource list of magazines
and literary websites that publish short fiction.



World’s best short stories 1

• A collection of some of the best short stories ever written

• Short stories from:
Anton Chekhov
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Charles Dickens
James Joyce
Jonathan Swift
Leo Tolstoy
Oscar Wilde
Rabindranath Tagore
Rudyard Kipling
Virginia Woolf



World’s best short stories 2

• A collection of some of the best short stories ever written

• Short stories from:
DH Lawrence
Edgar Allan Poe
EM Forster
Franz Kafka
Guy de Maupassant
HG Wells
Mark Twain
O Henry
Saki
Washington Irving



A dying planet

Resources running low, the population exploding, the planet 
is in danger: are we masters of our own destruction, or have 
we been invaded by aliens bent on mass extinction? Is this a 
pattern across the entire universe, or just our small sector of 
cosmic life?

This new title in our successful Gothic Fantasy Short Stories 
series explores the theme of a dying planet, written by a 
fabulous mix of classic, ancient and brand new writing, with 
contemporary authors from all over the world.



Bodies in the library

Set in deluxe mansions, locked rooms, haunted castles and 
eerily silent libraries, the stories in this collection will allow 
you to revel in the very best cozy crime mysteries.

Enjoy fantastic classic writing, including works by Wilkie
Collins, Oscar Wilde, L.T. Meade and Robert Eustace, as well 
as a mix of puzzling and gripping stories by contemporary 
authors.



Detective thrillers

Daring detectives throw themselves into the fray in this 
exciting mix of brand new and classic tales. Showcasing the 
work of modern authors alongside John Buchan, Mignon G. 
Eberhart, Carroll John Daly, Frederick Nebel and more, this 
new collection features heroes who don’t always play by the 
rules. Prepare for action, suspense and intrigue to take 
centre-stage.



Dystopia utopia

A tantalizing mixture of bleak and auspicious visions 
permeates this selection of original and classic short stories 
and novel extracts.

From perfect worlds to broken societies, Thomas More, Jack 
London, William Morris, Mary Shelley, Fjodor Dostojevskij, 
and many more, evoke gritty landscapes and promised lands 
alongside an exciting array of talented new writers.



Endless apocalypse

From deserted wastelands to contagious viruses, disastrous 
climate change and nuclear weapons, this collection of short 
stories and novel extracts takes you to the end of the world. 
Brilliant new writers together with the likes of Jules Verne, 
M.P. Shiel and J.D. Beresford make for a fascinating selection 
of stories, where there is no limit on what must be done to 
survive.



Epic fantasy

George R.R. Martin drew on Tolkien, who was inspired by 
William Morris, Medieval epics, and Norse mythology. This 
new collection of epic fantasy tales explores the classic 
themes of good vs evil, the low-born hero, and the arrogant 
overlord, and laced them with a taste of sorcery that 
reaches back to the early sources, and stirs them in with the 
brand new storytellers of today. 

This new title in our successful Gothic Fantasy Short Stories 
collection contains a fabulous mix of classic and brand new 
writing, with contemporary authors from the US, Canada, 
and the UK. 



Footsteps in the dark

Dedicated to that ominous strain of horror that sends a 
shiver down your spine, this selection of masterful tales 
gathers the weird and wonderful from a rich tradition of 
genre writing. The sound of a sinister tread in an apparently 
abandoned house; mysterious crimes committed in the dead 
of night; a glimpse of a monstrous apparition through the 
murky gloom: all find their home here.

This latest anthology in the popular series of Gothic Fantasy 
collections features new stories by contemporary authors 
alongside classic tales by E.T.A. Hoffmann, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Edith Nesbit, Sheridan Le Fanu, Hugh Walpole, 
Amyas Northcote, Ralph Adams Cram, Harriet Prescott 
Spofford, Edith Wharton, M.R. James, E.F. Benson (and 
more).



Alice Munro –
Too much happiness

• Ten short stories collected in one
book

• About manipulative men and the 
women who outwit them, about
destructive marriages, about
mothers and sons, about moments 
which change or haunt a life

“Always remember that when a man goes 
out of the room, he leaves everything in it 
behind... When a woman goes out she 
carries everything that happened in the 
room along with her.”



Science fiction

A deluxe edition of super-charged, original and classic short 
stories. Featuring dystopia, post-apocalypse, time travel, 
robots and more, this brilliant collection brings together the 
best of today's writers (many stories previously 
unpublished), with an eclectic range of science fiction 
masters including H. Rider Haggard, Stanley G. Weinbaum, 
Philip Francis Nowlan, Edward Page Mitchell and Jack 
London.

An eclectic collection of SF adventure tales. Perfect as a gift, 
and for years of reading pleasure.



Klassuppsättningar –
Folktro på engelska
Slides på alla titlar vi har klass/gruppuppsättning på.



African myths & legends

With it’s powerful tradition of storytelling, the myths of the 
continent of Africa have survived colonialism and slavery, 
bringing together a rich diversity of cultures from Ethiopia
to Tanzania, from the Xhosa people to the Yoruba. 

This collection offers tales of the gods, creation, tricksters, 
animals and more.



African myths & tales

Africa south of the Sahara is a land of wide-ranging 
traditions and varying cultures. Despite the diversity and 
the lack of early written records, the continent possesses a 
rich body of folk tales and legends that have been passed 
down through the strong custom of storytelling and which 
often share similar elements, characters and ideas between 
peoples. So this collection offers a hefty selection of 
legends and tales – stories of the gods, creation and 
origins, trickster exploits, animal fables and stories which 
entertain and edify – from ‘Obatala Creates Mankind’, from 
the Yoruba people of west Africa, to ‘The Girl Of The Early 
Race, Who Made Stars’, from the San people of southern 
Africa, all collected in a gorgeous gold-foiled and embossed 
hardback to treasure.



Celtic myths & tales

The mythic invasions of Ireland, the mystical kingdoms, 
warriors, giants, creatures of the underworld and magic, 
these are the fantastic ingredients of Celtic legend. Because 
they told their own stories in the ancient way, by word of 
mouth, we understand the traditions of these proud people 
through the records of their mortal enemies, the Romans, 
but still they thrive, so bright and strong today.



Chinese myths & tales

Dragons and phoenixes, demons and spirits, pygmies and 
giants, and a whole host of gods, goddesses, immortals, 
heroes and saints – China may have no orginased pantheon 
or complete epic literature, but the myths and legends that 
survived the oral tradition to be finally written down, 
together with later tales, evince the truly rich and 
wondrous imagination of this culture, from the birth of 
humankind to the triumph of good over evil.



Greek myths & tales

A potent pantheon of gods, heroes engaged in epic battles, 
fearsome mythical creatures and supernatural transformations 
– such fantastical elements infuse Greek myths with a wonder 
and excitement that’s hard to beat. These tales of love, 
courage, conflict and intrigue, shared for thousands of years, 
still exercise a powerful influence on our modern lives. This 
comprehensive collection of mythic stories brings to life the 
origins of the Greek gods and their dominion over the world of 
humankind. Here you’ll find Zeus and Hades, Artemis and 
Aphrodite, with stories of demi-gods and humans alike. Jason 
and the Argonauts, Perseus the Gordon-Slayer and the heart-
breaking tales of Troy sit alongside myths of crime and 
punishment, love and courage and the adventures of Heracles.



Japanese myths & tales

From the creation myth of Izanagi and Izanami, designed to 
explain the origins of the island of Japan, to the spine-
chilling kaidan (ghost stories), and the hundreds of kami
(gods or spirits), oni (demons or ogres), warriors and 
heroes populating the tales, Japanese legends tell the story 
of the land, nation, the people and the divine heritage of
the emperors of Japan.



Native american myths & tales

This new selection of myths offers a broad insight into the 
nature and lifestyle of the ancestral lands of the Native 
American tribes that once stretched from the tip of Alaska, 
down to the Bay of Mexico. Hundreds of languages, with 
traditions and folklore, grew independently across the 
continent, flourishing in deserts, mountains and lush 
valleys of a vast land. The loss of such ancient traditions is a 
reminder of the damage humans can wreak through 
ignorance, desperation and greed, as settlers from Europe 
swept imperiously across the newly discovered, but long-
populated lands of the so-called New World.



Norse myths & tales

Lively, stark and formidable, the imagery of Norse 
mythology storms through this classic collection. The fierce 
glory of Odin, Frigga, Heimdall and their fellow gods of 
Asgard shines here, with all the great adventures, from 
Yggdrasil, the Tree of Life, to the legends of Loki. And from 
the fabled Bifrost to the forging of Thor’s hammer, each 
Viking legend is riven with a vitality that speaks to us still. 
Here you’ll find out how Odin lost his eye, how Tyr lost his 
hand and read the terrible punishment meted out to Loki. 
Included too is the Sigurd Saga with its sleeping warrior 
maidens, treasures and glorious, heroic battles. This 
wonderful collection finishes with The Death of Balder, the 
Revenge of the Gods and, fittingly, Ragnarok.



Persian myths & tales

The Shah Nameh (The Book of Kings), The Rubaiyat, The 
Divan, and The Gulistan (The Flower Garden) are amongst 
the greatest works of Persia, containing some of the most 
beautiful, rich and diverse language in the literary world. 
They rival Dante's Divine Comedy, India's Mahabharata, 
Sumeria's Epic of Gilgamesh and China's Dream of Red 
Mansions in their cultural impact, bringing to life the tales, 
myths and philosophy of ancient and high-medieval Persia. 
A fabulous concoction of verse and prose, these classical 
Persian texts offer stories of creation, love, conquest and 
the simple joy of life.


